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prophet is to appear as the forerunner of 
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@ It contrasts his mission with that of 
John the Baptist. 


@ It reveals the great moral reforma- 
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Have you wondered why professed Chris- 
tians have never felt the genuine power of 
Holy Spirit? 

Have you been disappointed by pretend- 
ers who falsely claimed apostolic power? 

Have you hoped to know the true mean- 
ing of the Biblical promise? 

Then you will find this booklet most in- 
teresting and instructive. 


It discusses Biblical evidence concerning 
the Holy Spirit Power as promised by Jesus 
in fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 


The following questions are answered: 
When was it given to God’s people? 
Why was it given? 

When was it withheld? 
Why was it withheld? 
When shall it be restored? 
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“Our Mayflower” 
Dear S—: 

I enjoyed “Our Mayflower” in the Thanks- 
giving MESSAGE very much. When the Pil- 
grims came across, some thought they were 
not playing it safe. But they had something 
better in mind than safety. They wanted 
freedom. We must be determined to keep 
on, until we reach the wonderful shores of 
eternity. 

I also enjoyed, especially, the letter about 
giving the busy signal. 
Sherburne, N. Y. i. i 
Inspired to Cultivate Good Fruit 

Dear Sister: 

I am enjoying reading the series Thy 
Kingdom Come in the MESSAGE, I have just 
finished reading part four—Conquest, Con- 
version, Redemption. What a grand time 
coming for the righteous! Knowing that 
time is short, I certainly am striving to cul- 
tivate more of those lovely fruits of the 
spirit. 

Swansea, S. Wales. R. B. 


Thankful 
Dear Friends: 

I would not be without your MESSAGE: 
for it has given me more interest in the 
Bible every time it comes. 

I am in The Golden Age, 90 my coming 
birthday, and I am thankful to my wonder- 
ful Creator for all my faculties. 


Wingham, Ont. A. D. H. 


Bible Study at Home 
Dear B—: 

I shall tell you some points I got from 
our Bible study hour last Sunday. 

Now is the time to begin again, a better 
opportunity may never come. Each time we 
fail to do the right thing we must arise 
and try again. Mortal men and women 
would never reach perfection if it were not 
for the beginning again. It is better to try 
and fai] and begin again than not to try 
at all. On the way to perfection there is 
no such thing as not failing. So let us have 
courage and strength to arise and begin 
again during our struggle up the Mount of 
Perfection. Maranatha! 

Bright, Ont. F. B. 


Radiant Faces—Earnest Voices. Why? 
Dear Brother: 

If the hope of eternal life and of sharing 
the blessings promised to the righteous is 
a stimulating, actuating force in our lives, 
our faces will show a radiance that no 
temporal reverses can erase. 

What of our conversation? What influ- 
ence will the hope of eternal life have upon 
it? If all enraptured by that hope, we will 
speak forth to others the joy that fills our 
hearts. 


Hamilton, Ont. A.-i. GB. 
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Is “Christmas” a Christian Festival? 


HRISTMAS. What does the average world citizen, 
( or, should we say, Christian, understand about 

Christmas? Supposedly, it is the anniversary of 
the birth of Jesus Christ, who was born to be the Saviour 
of the world. Weeks before December 25 approaches, the 
day set aside by the world for the observance of this 
event, one wonders at the custom that prevails. The elabo- 
rate preparation by all commercial houses, of decorations 
and displays to highlight the occasion and tremen- 
dous business pressures at this time, plus the vileness and 
abhorrent practices that are enacted by a good share of 
so-called Christians when the day finally arrives, are 
doings which in no way befit the birth of the Saviour of 
the world. 

The original story is simple: 

There was a virgin named Mary, espoused to a man 
named Joseph, both of the lineage of David. She, being 
great with child, accompanied her husband to Bethlehem 
to be enrolled for the taxation ordered by Augustus 
Caesar. While in Bethlehem she gave birth to the child. 
The inn being crowded, they were forced to resort to the 
stable, and there she laid the child, wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, in a manger. That night there were shepherds 
watching sheep in the fields of Judea, to whom angels 
appeared and announced the birth of the child. The shep- 
herds hurried thither and saw and worshiped the infant. 
Sometime later “wise men from the east,” having been 
guided by a “star,” arrived at the house where the family 
stayed, and worshiped and presented gifts. 

Those were the circumstances of the birth. The child 
grew to manhood, and by His works and preaching pre- 
sented a new way of life for humanity. After His death, 
resurrection and ascension, His followers carried on the 
work, to the extent that in their lifetime the entire Medi- 
terranean territory was informed of His teaching, and in 
the centuries that followed, though the true meaning of 
Jesus’ life and purpose were misunderstood, His written 
words have been preserved and have had great influence 
for good upon humanity. His life of purity and deeds of 
love and kindness have had great effect even on those 
who disagree with His doctrine. 

But what have we today? In honoring the event the 
thoughts of the original story do not enter the minds of 
the masses. Christmas has become a colossal fraud. In the 
world of business Christmas means money, it means do 
all you can to get all the money you can, from all the 
places and all the people you can, in as many ways as you 
can! The Christmas spirit today is the frenzied emotion 
that is generated by the rapid intake of dollars in de- 
partment stores. By means of tremendous pressures of 
advertising by press, radio, TV, and other means, the 
attractive and alluring window displays, extended credits, 
cut-rate prices, and, occasionally, reference to the original 
Christmas story or the need of remembering our friends 
at this season, experts in the commercial world stir up 
the people to exorbitant spending. 

The Santa Claus hoax, the one that attracts the inno- 
cent children, is probably the most lucrative one. Dollars 


have made Santa Claus the central figure of the Christ- 
mas celebration. 

And we might go on and list the various practices that 
enter into the celebration of that event. Were Christ sud- 
denly to appear in the midst of such preparations and 
celebrations supposedly in His honor, what would He do 
or say? We make one prediction: He would act as He did 
when He drove the money changers out of the Temple 
in Jerusalem. The fact that so-called Christian people ob- 
serve the event does not make it Christian. We may call 
this celebration Christmas, a celebration in Christ’s 
honor, but it does not make it so, any more than calling 
a mushroom a skyscraper makes a mushroom a skyscraper. 


The Origin of Christmas 


The word “Christmas” means “mass of Christ,” as the 
Roman Catholic Church called the midnight mass that 
was first held in Christ’s honor. Later it was called 
Christ’s mass, and eventually, Christmas. Its origin as 
a festal event is obscure. Historians record observance 
of Christ’s birth some two centuries after the event, and 
it was done at different times of the year by different 
groups. Many of the leading fathers of the Church were 
opposed to the celebration. But during the fourth century 
the celebration of the event became more and more popu- 
lar, and after many and lengthy disputes by different 
church groups it was finally agreed that December 25 
should be the time on which the birth of Christ should be 
observed. 

Shall we say, then, that the celebration of Christmas 
began in the fourth century? The answer is no. What 
actually happened was that another festival held on Dec. 
25 for centuries before was still such an attraction to the 
newly converted Christians that the Church finally com- 
promised and placed the birth of Christ on that date, 
hoping to make a Christian event out of a pagan celebra- 
tion. They called it Christmas but it was something else. 
And further, the Christians who adopted this date and 
pagan feast were no longer true Christians following the 
pattern of their Founder; they had wandered from His 
truth and were turned unto fables. It happened just as 
the Apostle Paul said, that the world would be turned 
from truth to fables (Acts 20: 29, 30; II Tim. 4: 4). 

The pagan feast which the Christians adopted was 
called Saturnalia. It began about the middle of December 
with the cry, “Ho Saturnalia!” It lasted until January 
first. In the midst was Dec. 25, the day, as the Romans 
calculated, when the sun was at its lowest ebb, ready to 
increase again and impart strength to growing things of 
earth. This Roman Saturnalia and the feasts which fol- 
lowed were extremely boisterous. Judging from what the 
early Christians thought of them, they were bad, and in- 
deed, some of the historians describe the occasion as 
something abhorrent. The early Christians, that is, the 
ones who remained faithful to the pattern given by their 
Lord, had good reasons for their opinions and they would 
have nothing whatsoever to do with that festival. But the 
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pagan Saturnalia was too deeply entrenched in the cus- 
toms of the people to be set aside by Christian influence. 
The Church failed to Christianize the pagan festival. The 
results were entirely the reverse—Christians became 
paganized. 

But the Romans did not invent this festival which de- 
scended into the present-day Christmas. They got it from 
the Greeks. With the Romans, Saturn was an ancient god 
of seedtime who had ruled until Jupiter overcame him. 
With the Greeks it was Zeus who fought and overcame 
Kronos and his Titans. Whenever the Romans thought 
that one of their gods resembled a Greek god, they con- 
cluded that the two were the same. In that manner they 
took over the form of worship which the Greeks had ob- 
served. 

Nor were the Greeks the originators of this festival. 
It came to them from Mesopotamia, the land of the Tigris 
and the Euphrates, the very ancient Mother of Civiliza- 
tion. “Christmas,” if that is what we must call it, began 
there over 4,000 years ago. There began the festival 
which renewed the world for another year. Says Earl W. 
Count, in 4,000 Years of Christmas, “The ‘twelve days’ 
of Christmas; the bright fires and probably the Yule log; 
the giving of presents; the carnivals with their floats, 
their merry-making and clowning, the mummers who 
sing and play from house to house; the feastings; the 
church processions with their lights and song—all these 
and more began there centuries before Christ was born. 
And they celebrated the arrival of the New Year.” 

To the Mesopotamians the New Year was a time of 
crisis. Their chief god, Marduk, had to do battle with the 
monster of chaos, and it was the duty of man to help in 
his lowly way. In this struggle man faced a threefold 
problem: to purify himself of the evils which his sins of 
the past year had brought upon him; to renew his 
strength which the year had drained away; and, if pos- 
sible, to find a substitute who could take the consequences 
of the sins which he had committed. 

Among the ceremonies of the festival, in theory the 
king must die at the end of the year and go into the under- 
world to help Marduk. The idea of substitution was con- 
ceived and a “mock” king was chosen, upon whom much 
homage was bestowed along with indulgence and royal 
garb. But soon his mock reign was over. He was stripped 
of his kingly trappings and slain in place of the real king. 
And as the festival went on and the moment came when 
Marduk was supposed to be prevailing the people turned 
to rejoicing. Processions, masquerades, sham battles and 
al] sorts of frivolities were practiced. 

These practices and many others gradually spread 
westward, to Greece and then to Rome and to all Europe. 
The figures in the drama changed, the incident also, but 
the plot remained. And what we have in the world today, 
practiced in different countries in somewhat different 
manners, under the name of Christmas, is nothing more 
than the survival of the old festival which began some 
4,000 years ago in Mesopotamia. 

But God is not to be mocked. He has no delight in 
humanity celebrating a supposedly Christianized pagan 
festival in His honor. His answer is as it was to Israel 
in the days of her backslidings, and the consequences will 
be similar for the same reasons. He said: “Your ap- 
pointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a trouble unto 
me; I am weary to bear them” (Isa. 1:14). 


December 25 not Date of Christ’s Birth 


If there is anything certain about the birth of Christ 
it is this: Jesus was not born on Dec. 25. Luke states 
clearly that at the time of the birth of Christ there were 
shepherds watching their flocks by night not far from 
Bethlehem (Luke 2:8). In Palestine, during the month 
of December this never would have occurred, nor during 
any of the winter months. The winter months in Palestine 
are rainy, and during this time the flocks are sheltered in 
the folds. The Bible itself attests to the rainy character 
of the winters. 

When Ezra was making a speedy reform in Jerusalem 
after the Captivity it is recorded that the people gathered 
together in the ninth month and “trembled” because of 
the “great rain” (Ezra 10:9, 13). (The year began with 
Abib, Ex. 12: 2; 13:4, which corresponds to our March 
or April, making December the ninth month.) The singer 
of the Song of Solomon says, “For, lo, the winter is past, 
the rain is over and gone” (2:11). In the book of Jere- 
miah (36: 22, 23) is recorded how King Jehoiakim sat in 
his winter house in the ninth month before a fire, and 
burned the pages of a scroll which Jeremiah had written, 
as it was read to him. Then, we have Jesus’ testimony. In 
Matthew 24 and Luke 21, replying to the apostles’ queries, 
are recorded His prophecies concerning Jerusalem and 
the time of the end. He said, “When ye shall see Jeru- 
salem compassed with armies, . . . then let them which 
are in Judea flee to the mountains,” and as He enumer- 
ated some of the hindrances which might confront them, 
He added, “Pray ye that your flight be not in the winter.” 
These incidents and statements reveal that winter was 
not a comfortable season of the year, nor a suitable time 
to travel; no time for the shepherds or sheep to be out on 
the hills. 

Adam Clarke, the reputed authority, writing about 
conditions in Palestine, says: “It was the custom among 
Jews to send out their sheep to the deserts, about the 
passover, and bring them home at the commencement of 
the first rain: during the time they were out, the shep- 
herds watched them night and day. As the passover oc- 
curred in the spring, and the first rain began early in the 
month Merchesvan [Heshvan], which answers to part of 
our October and November, we find that the sheep were 
kept out in the open country during the whole of the 
summer. And as these shepherds had not yet brought 
home their flocks, it is presumptive argument that Octo- 
ber had not yet commenced, and that, consequently, our 
Lord was not born on the 25th of December, when no 
flocks were out in the fields; ... On this very ground the 
nativity in December should be given up. The feeding of 
the flocks by night in the fields is a chronological fact, 
which casts considerable light upon the disputed point.” 
—Clarke’s Commentary. 

Dr. Edward Robinson, who spent much time in re- 
search work in Palestine studying its geographic and cli- 
matic conditions, said: “Let no one who contemplates 
visiting Palestine arrive before March and not later than 
October, for the roads become muddy, deep and slippery 
tracks, and travel is physically impossible.” This, of 
course, was before the advent of our improved roads, but 
it shows definitely what weather is like in the winter. 

Leslie Farmer, stationed at Jerusalem during World 
War IJ as an army chaplain, has this to say about weather 
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conditions in Palestine in winter: “In winter in Jeru- 
salem we often wore greatcoats and gaitered boots as 
we splashed through the snow. I shall not soon forget a 
trip to Hebron to peer into the Cave of Machpelah, where 
the sepulchres of the Patriarchs have been hidden for 
centuries. My car was snowbound, amid freezing wastes, 
until natives on camels that slipped silently through the 
snow came and dug us out.” Of another occasion on the 
traditional Christmas Mr. Farmer writes: “Nobody I met 
had elsewhere known such rain as fell on the Holy Land 
at Christmas that year. It rained without a pause for five 
days and nights: heavy, cold, and drenching. . . Three 
days later the heavy rains turned to snow, and I saw a 
real old English Christmas scene at Bethlehem with a 
thick white blanket over fields and houses round the 
Church of the Nativity.’’ Of course, every year in Jeru- 
salem need not be identical but this is the general condi- 
tion. 

With climatic conditions being what they are in Pales- 
tine it would have been unwise for the great Augustus 
Caesar to order a census at that time of the year. It 
would have been physically impossible to move all the 
populace in the Roman world at such a time. He most cer- 
tainly would have chosen a more suitable part of the year 
for this important event, a time of the year when travel 
was convenient and all people could enroll. There was 
money at stake and he undoubtedly took a businessman’s 
view of the situation. At least, that is what our present- 
day businessmen or tax collectors would do. 


“Learn not the Way of the Heathen” 


In the celebration of the present-day Christmas a keen 
observer will notice many relics of paganism that have 
been adopted by the celebrants. Among these are such 
things as the Christmas tree, mistletoe, holly wreath, 
Yule log, candles, etc. Many centuries ago the Prophet 
Jeremiah (10: 1—4) described a custom which had been 
practiced among certain people, and which greatly re- 
sembles the Christmas tree of today. He said, “Hear ye 
the word which the Lord speaketh unto you, O house of 
Israel: Thus saith the Lord, Learn not the way of the 
heathen. ... For the customs of the people are vain: for 
one cutteth a tree out of the forest, the work of the hands 
of the workman, with the axe. They deck it with silver 
and with gold; they fasten it with nails and with ham- 
mers, that it move not.” That is a description of a prac- 
tice which parallels the Christmas tree. Far from being 
a new idea originating with the celebration of Christmas, 
the tree has been worshiped by pagans from antiquity. 

As for the other relics, we must of necessity make our 
comments short. The Encyclopedia Americana states: 
“The holly, the mistletoe, the Yule log and the wassail 
bowl are relics of pre-Christian times.” A certain his- 
torian reported thus: “The wassailing bow] of Christmas 
had its precise counterpart in the ‘drunken festival’ of 
Babylon, and many of the other observances still kept up 
among ourselves at Christmas came from the very same 
quarter. The candles, in some parts of England [and else- 
where], lighted on Christmas-eve, . were equally 
lighted by the pagans on the eve of the festival of the 
Babylonian god, to do honor to him.” 

The most disgraceful thing of the Christmas celebra- 
tion is the Santa Claus lie. Throughout the year, parents 


punish their children for telling falsehoods. Then, at 
Christmas time, they themselves tell their children this 
Santa Claus lie! Is it any wonder that many of them, 
when they grow up and learn the truth, begin to believe 
God is a myth, too? It is needless for us to relate to the 
reader the origin of this myth and how it spread. One 
needs only to look to a reliable encyclopedia for the answer. 
Sufficient it is for us to say that it is disgraceful to as- 
sociate in any way this fraud with the name of Christ. 

Along with the Christmas tree and Santa Claus goes the 
frenzied exchanging of gifts. “Surely, there is nothing 
wrong with that!” you say. Well, where did the custom 
originate? It was a well-established practice with Satur- 
nalia, and the apostate Christians borrowed the idea from 
them, or rather, those converted to Christianity continued 
the heathen practice under another name. The fact that 
the “wise men” presented gifts to Christ is no license for 
us to exchange gifts with each other. Note, they gave 
gifts to Christ, not to each other. If one has means to 
spare, the work of Christ is by far the most profitable in- 
vestment. 

There are several recorded instances in Biblical times 
where gift distribution was done in a pleasing manner, 
as giving portions or gifts to the poor (Neh. 8:10; 
Esther 9:22). It always was and still is honorable to 
help the needy. The Apostle Paul was always forward to 
remember the poor and to secure gifts for them (Gal. 2: 
10; II Corinthians 8). This principle is eternal; it is what 
each follower of Christ ought to do. There are numerous 
impoverished folks who need help, not only on Dec. 25, 

(Continued on page 8) 





Bethlehem under snow on December 25 








6 THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 








Giants in the Land 


OR forty days the host of Israel had lain in the wil- 
derness of Paran, tensely awaiting the return of their 
twelve princes, who had gone to reconnoiter in the great 
Unknown, the land which was to be their future home. 
No word had come, and many feared for their safety, as 
well they might, for a perilous commission it was, to pen- 
etrate the heart of a hostile country. 

As the shadows began to lengthen on the afternoon of 
the fortieth day, there was a stir in the edge of the camp. 
The great news flew from mouth to mouth; the spies had 
returned! Straight for the big tent which served as Moses’ 
judgment hall they made their way, ignoring the eager 
questions shouted at them by the throng. While the camp 
police formed a cordon to hold back the thousands who 
pressed forward to see and hear, the august Lawgiver 
came from his door and greeted his dusty, travel-stained 
messengers. 

Those fortunate enough to be in the front ranks of the 
onlookers could see the specimens of the fruit of the 
land brought back as evidence—luscious grapes, pome- 
granates and figs; but there was no reassurance or con- 
fidence in the faces of most of the spies. Instead, there 
was an array of lugubrious, doleful countenances and an 
atmosphere of depression and despair. 

Yes, the land was a good land, but—. It was truly a 
land of milk and honey, but— “We be not able to go up 
against the people of the land, for they are stronger than 
we.... The land ... is a land that eateth up the inhabit- 
ants thereof; and al] the people that we saw there are 
men of great stature. And there we saw the giants.” 

And did the Chosen People courageously say, “Bring 
on your giants; we have seen the salvation of God, and 
He will fight for us”? Did they even wait for Moses, their 
deliverer and commander, to render a verdict? They did 
not! “And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and 
cried; and the people wept that night... . And they said 
one to another, Let us make a captain and let us return 
into Egypt.” 


John W. Doe, in the year 1957, after hearing the joyful 
sound of the gospel and escaping from the bondage of 
error in doctrine, sits down to count the cost of a Chris- 
tian life. He sees by the eye of faith the glorious reward, 
the Promised Land, but it seems a long, long way off. Be- 
tween him and his goal he sees a host of grim and grisly 
giants, terrifying in their aspect, with all their menacing 
looks apparently centered on him. 

There is the familiar old giant, Unbelief, with a great 
string of scalps at his belt and the swagger of a con- 
queror. There is the red-haired son of Anak, Temper; 
a bad one, he is. This mighty-thewed but stupid-looking 
giant is named Stubbornness; his head is unbelievably 
hard. His twin brother, Pride, is an adept setter of traps 
and snares. And that horrific monster with the many 
heads is the Unruly Tongue. He has more tenacity than 
all the rest combined; his powers of resistance and re- 
cuperation would put the fabled Anteus to shame. This 
dreadful ugly fellow is Jealousy; he has an unpleasant 
way of stealing up unseen and discharging his poisoned 


arrows. The shifty-looking gentleman over there has a 
number of euphemistic aliases; he is ashamed of his real 
name, which is Laziness. 

Truly an array to bring dismay to the faint-hearted! 
John Doe’s spirits begin to sink; he is almost ready to 
utter the familiar and pusillanimous cry, “I know it is 
the truth, but I can’t live it.” Then he stops, considers, 
and pulls himself together. He will not flee without giv- 
ing battle. What shall be his defense, his weapons? What 
shall be his attitude toward these giants? It will do no 
good to close his eyes and say they do not exist; that is 
not God’s way. When the spies reported to Moses, the 
faithful two did not deny that the sons of Anak inhabited 
the land, nor did they minimize their strength or take one 
inch from their stature. Giants there were, and giants 
there are today. 

But where in God’s plan can we read that the giants 
will prevail? Nowhere. In ancient Scandinavian mythol- 
ogy, the Frost Giants will eventually overthrow the gods 
and the world return to cold and darkness—the Twilight 
of the Gods. That will do for paganism, but not so in the 
Lighted Pathway. The giants are creatures of today, and 
have no place in God’s tomorrow. They are not invincible, 
in spite of their colossal proportions; in fact, we have a 
record of a very great giant who was slain with a very 
small missile. 

How, then, may we overcome them? In the first place, 
believe. Believe in your God, in yourself and in your des- 
tiny. Realize the great possibilities which lie within you. 
taking care that the pendulum does not swing to over- 
confidence and conceit. Weigh the evidence, John Doe; 
acquaint yourself with the plan of salvation until you 
know that victory for the right is certain, and your par- 
ticipation in it depends entirely on you. Be assured that 
“God himself is with us for our captain,” and that if His 
true soldier you can win; our Captain calls us to no im- 
possible task. 

And never forget the armor; you will find it described 
fully in Ephesians 6: 13—17. Take notice, however, that 
defensive armor is not enough; passive resistance will 
never win the fight. We also have a weapon, the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, and if properly 
used it is sure death to giants. 

By all means learn to recognize the giants, for they 
are adept in the art of camouflage. Never fraternize with 
them, no matter how innocent they may appear; a giant 
is a giant, and is never so dangerous as when smiling and 
flattering. Remember, the world to come will never hold 
you and the giant, it is his life or yours, 

And, having been fully convinced, having armed your- 
self with the mind of Christ, there is but one thing left 
—obey, Fight with the army, not in single combat ac- 
cording to your own rules. Just listen to orders and never 
deviate therefrom, and your battle is won, for it is di- 
rected by a General who has never lost a campaign nor 
a true soldier. Having seen that “they that be with us are 
more than they that be with them,” you can say with the 
optimists, Caleb and Joshua, “If the Lord delight in us, 
he will bring us into this land and give it us. Let us go up 
at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.” 
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Today 


— was a day in Nazareth, a calm beautiful sev- 
enth day of the week, when the good people of that 
town were slowly walking toward their synagogue. So 
peaceful they looked, one would never suspect that nearly 
all of them harbored such a black and ugly sin in their 
hearts. Least of all would they have suspected or admitted 
such a thing. Yet a little while later, when Jesus touched 
their tender pride by pointedly telling them that there 
were gentiles with more faith than they, the intense and 
vicious thought of murder leaped into action from those 
outwardly gentle hearts. And with one accord they would 
have thrust Jesus headlong from the brow of the preci- 
pice. They tried hard enough. It was not their fault that 
their evil purpose failed. 

There must have been one or two there who later won- 
dered that such savagery could errupt in their peaceful 
village, but even those thoughtful few were not at all 
prepared for the events of that day; and their treachery 
and shame has been recorded through the years. 

There was nothing wrong with the day itself; it was a 
peaceful, lovely day. It was what was allowed to live in 
the hearts of men and rule them that made it such an evil 
day in history. 

Each today starts out well enough, or at least it seems 
to. It is what the Christian carries in his heart that makes 
the day a success or a failure. When we stop to think of 
it, each today that comes along is really a crisis in the 
Christian’s life, and the danger of this crisis lies in the 
deceitfulness of sin, the wrong that lurks within, still un- 
controlled, unconquered. Each today is critical. Each 
today is the time to be prepared for a crisis, for that 
crisis will surely come, and so often it arrives at an un- 
guarded moment. That weak spot causes the weak mo- 
ment in our day. 

Each crisis is critical for us because the way we meet 
it will move us closer to failure or closer to success in 
keeping our contract with the Eternal. If today is critical, 
and we do not meet our crisis successfully, tomorrow’s to- 
day will be still more critical, and where shall we end? 
Each today is the time to make that decisive stand against 
sin and failure that we keep promising ourselves we are 
going to make. 

When Peter said, “Lord, I am ready to go with thee, 
both to prison and to death,” Jesus replied, “I tell thee, 
Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou 
shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me” (Luke 22: 33, 
34). Then Peter repeated his assertion of loyalty to death, 
and that he would not deny Jesus. And Matthew says, 
“Likewise also said all the disciples’ (Matt. 26:35). 
We cannot doubt the sincerity of any one of these men. 
Yet in the shocking hours of that soul-searing night 
they all ran away, or followed afar off. And Peter did 
deny his Master. A warning was not enough for Peter, 
and it is not enough for us unless we add to it prepara- 
tion and determination. Every today that comes to us 
fresh and lovely each morning, exacts a price of us and 
the tremendous and unexpected events of Jesus’ arrest 


were too much for men who were unprepared to meet 
that crisis calmly and confidently. 

We have all done as poorly as those disciples, and failed 
just as miserably, after having said with determination 
that we would succeed. And we have not always wept 
with remorse as Peter did. All too often we overestimate 
our resources and are not prepared to pay the price that 
today’s sudden crisis demands, and in failure we deny our 
high calling. 

The ordinary beginning of each day deceives us, and 
we do not always prepare well enough for the worst that 
can happen, so we can greet that worst with the strong 
and calm assurance Jesus did when He could always say, 
“It is written.” It always sounded so decisive, and it al- 
ways worked so well—for Him. But it can and will work 
just as well for us if we prepare for each today as care- 
fully as He did. Our preparation, our reserve to pay the 
price of today’s crisis must be built up in advance. And 
tomorrow’s reserve must be built up in advance, it must 
be ready today, or tomorrow’s “today” will bring a crisis 
which we cannot meet successfully. If we do not lay up in 
store each today for the hours and days ahead, we are 
wasting our today, and tomorrow will be a failure when 
its crisis meets us unexpectedly. 

Each today that we do not lay up in store for tomorrow 
is depleting our spiritual resources, and how easily our 
faith and determination falls to a low ebb, so low that we 
could easily be overwhelmed by the temptations of a single 
day, never to rise again, Today is supremely important to 
our spiritual growth and hope of eternal life, and just as 
important is every today which God so generously gives 
us. What are we going to do to make better use of them? 

One thing we can and must do is to follow the advice 
of the Psalmist (119:11) who said, “Thy word have I 
hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.” 
Jesus learned this lesson effectively very early in life. 
The thoughts of the Eternal written on our minds, medi- 
tated into the very fiber of our everyday thinking and 
living, will build a reserve of strength and determination 
which can never be taken unawares by the crises awaiting 
us in all our tomorrows. The more we lay up in store, the 
greater will be our strength for the days ahead. 

Another thing we can do is to listen attentively to 
Paul’s advice, “Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any 
of you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is 
called today; lest any of you be hardened through the de- 
ceitfulness of sin. For we are made partakers of Christ, 
if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto 
the end” (Heb. 3: 12—14). These are well considered 
words of advice from an experienced veteran in this war- 
fare with sin and the lower nature. This counsel is good 
and helpful, but our greatest asset will be a brightly 
burning determination to enter the better new world and 
a constant state of preparation each hour of today that 
comes to us. 





No man can tell whether he is rich or poor by turning 
to his ledger. It is the heart, his actions, that make a man 
rich. He is rich or poor according to what he is, not ac- 
cording to what he has. 
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IS “CHRISTMAS” A CHRISTIAN FESTIVAL? 
(Continued from page 5) 


but every day of the year. But the custom that gift-giving 
or card-sending is a “must,” lest someone be offended, is 
contrary to the spirit of truth and justice. Far from 
rendering honor to Christ it becomes a financial burden. 
In Rev. 11:10 is recorded the prophecy that those who 
should kill the “two witnesses” shall “rejoice over them, 
and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another.” 
This type of celebration was common among the heathen 
when John wrote Revelation. It certainly was not recom- 
mended for Christian practice. 

But if we still wish to favor our friends with gifts, 
why wait until Christmas? 


Should Christians Celebrate Christ’s Birth and When? 


It is absolutely paramount that Christ be honored in 
our lives every moment of every day, but it is by no 
means out of harmony with true Christian principle to 
observe a special day devoted wholly to honoring Christ. 
The Apostle Paul said that we should render “honor to 
whom honor is due,” and honor is indeed due to Christ, 
more than any mortal man of past or present ages. 

The true time for observing this holy occasion is in 
the spring of the year, at the season of the Passover. More 
specifically, it is the first day of the Bible year which 
begins with Abib or Nisan. There being a three-day feast 
in Bethlehem for the family of David on the first new 
moon of the year (I Sam. 20:6), Joseph and Mary went 
there for the occasion as well as to enroll for the taxation. 
And when Jesus was twelve years old His parents took 
Him to Jerusalem with them. It was their custom to at- 
tend the feast at Bethlehem and the Passover in Jeru- 
salem. Twelve years earlier Jesus was born at this season. 

During this time of the year climate in Palestine is 
ideal. The grass is green and shepherds are out with their 
sheep, by day or night. The story of Biblical reckoning of 
time is not mixed with pagan myths and relics of bar- 
barism. The commencement of the New Year began at 
a time of a dramatic experience in the lives of God’s peo- 
ple. It was a time of their deliverance out of Egyptian 
bondage and. when they were beginning a new life as a 
people devoted to God. It is fitting indeed that in this 
month we should honor Christ for our deliverance out of 
present-day “Egyptian bondage” and rededicate our lives 
to Him who will one day deliver us from this mortal 
state. 

We are sometimes asked, “Why be different?” 

We reply, “Why be wrong, when it is just as easy— 
even if not so popular—to be right?” To follow the crowd 
in a known error seems neither honest, nor courageous, 
nor even sensible. (“Thou shalt not follow a multitude 
to do evil.’’) 

For the year 1958 the anniversary for Christ’s birth 
will come about March 21. Members of the Megiddo Mis- 
sion Church will then gather to observe the occasion in a 
manner fitting and appropriate. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish articles pertaining to the subject at that 
time. The reader is invited to watch for that coming 
issue in which the beautiful story of God’s reckoning of 
time shall be discussed. 


PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 


A NUMBER of ministers were assembled for the dis- 
cussion of difficult questions. Among others it was 
asked how the command to “pray without ceasing” could 
be complied with, and one of the ministers was appointed 
to write an essay to be read at the next meeting. 

This meeting being overheard by a maid servant, she 
exclaimed, “What! a whole month to tell the meaning of 
that text. It is one of the easiest and best in the Bible!” 

“Well, well,” said the old minister, “what can you say 
about it, Mary? How would you understand it? Can you 
pray all the time when you have so many things to do?” 

“Why! yes, sir,” said Mary. “The more things I have to 
do, the more I pray.” 

“Let us hear how you do this,” said the minister. 

“Well,” said the girl, “when I open my eyes in the morn- 
ing, I pray, ‘Lord, open the eyes of my understanding.’ 
While I am dressing, I pray that I may be clothed with 
righteousness. When I have washed me, I ask for the 
washing of regeneration. When I begin to work, I pray 
that I may have strength equal to my day. When I kindle 
a fire, I pray that God’s work may revive in my heart. As 
I begin to sweep out the house, I pray that my heart may 
be cleansed from all impurities. When I am preparing 
and partaking of the breakfast, I desire to be fed with the 
manna and the sincere milk of the word. When I am 
busy with the children, I look to God as my Father and 
pray for the spirit of adoption that I may be His child. 
And so on all day, everything I do furnishes me with a 
thought of prayer.” 

“Enough,” saith the old minister. “These things are 
revealed to babes and often hid from the wise and pru- 
dent. Go on, Mary, pray without ceasing.” 


” 





A New Start 


1 will start anew this morning with a higher, fairer 
creed; 

will cease to stand complaining of my ruthless neigh- 
bor’s greed; 

will never sit repining while my duty’s call is clear; 

will waste no moments whining, and my heart shall 
know no fear. 


— 


Ce 


oe 


will look ofttimes about me for the things that merit 
praise; 

will search for hidden beauties that elude the grum- 
bler’s gaze; 


a 


I will try to find contentment in the paths that I must 
tread ; 

I will cease to have resentment when another moves 
ahead. 

I will not be swayed by envy when my rival’s strength 
is shown; 

I will not deny his merit, but I’ll strive to prove my 
own; 

I will try to see the beauty spread before me, rain or 
shine; 


I will cease to preach your duty, and be more concerned 
—Selected. 


with mine! 
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Musings of the Editor 


HERE is a wide interest today concerning space 

travel, that is, traveling in outer space, far beyond 
the earth’s atmosphere, hoping eventually to reach the 
moon—a step toward interplanetary travel. 

Truly the Preacher said, “There is no new thing under 
the sun.” And so it is with the world’s project of space 
traveling. The immortals have been traveling hither and 
yon throughout God’s mighty universes for untold ages. 
They require no space platforms, no refueling or launch- 
ing stations, no rockets to guide them, and no mechanical 
paraphernalia. 

These busy space travelers have no 

Space Travel fear of burning up in their course or 

upon arrival. With immortal knowl- 

edge and power, they are able to make swift flights from 
planet to planet with ease and comfort. 

Did not Jesus and the apostles in their mortal state 
perform many miracles, having received the power of 
God only in small measure? How much more knowledge 
and power the angels in their immortal state must have! 
Angels—heavenly spacemen—succor and defend men and 
women on earth—-those who make themselves worthy of 
their care. 

Paul said, “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salva- 
tion?” We have on record the history of many wonderful 
occasions when angels came to our earth. They visited 
Abraham on Moriah at the proposed sacrifice of Isaac; 
also they appeared to Manoah; to Elisha’s servant at 
Dothan; Gabriel appeared to Daniel, and, centuries later, 
to Elisabeth; the angel comforted Paul during shipwreck. 

Immortal space travelers were present at the birth, 
crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus. They 
opened prison bars to Peter. They appeared to the beloved 
John on Patmos. The foregoing are but a few of the nu- 
merous accounts of the visits of spacemen to this earth. 
These spacemen could walk and talk as men and with 
men. They ate mortals’ food. Without doubt, there have 
been innumerable space visitors that we do not know 
about. 

We should be enthusiastic about these immortal space 
travelers, their power and wisdom. They have power to 
disclose or withhold their glory or conceal their bodily 
presence. 

Intelligent study of “The Book” reveals the divine 
promise that men and women who banish from their lives 
all sin and iniquity and become Christ’s imitators in 
moral perfection shall be made equal to these angels, 
never to die any more (Luke 20: 35, 36). They, too, were 
mortal once. If now we humbly follow the path ordained 
by God, keeping His commandments (our “reasonable 
service’), we shall surely realize this promise. 

Soon, very soon, the long-promised space visitors will 
be arriving—Elijah the prophet, and the Lord Himself, 
with the holy angels (Mal. 4:5; Jude 14). Jesus said, 
“Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to 
give every man according as his work shall be” (Rev. 
22: 12). 

With all the present-day scientific knowledge and as- 


piration, men of science will never grasp the law enabling 
them to travel through space as do the angels, unless, like 
the angels they will make themselves worthy of that priv- 
ilege by a godly life and conduct. 

Interplanetary travel is part of the future reward of 
the faithful. Is it not worth working for in God’s way? 





O Happy Day! 


O happy day, when I received my sight; 
For I was blind indeed. 

I could not see the glory shining bright, 
And did not know my soul’s great need. 

So sick was I, diseased, and knew it not. 
I shudder, when I think 

Of my condition then, of my sad lot, 
Content there on destruction’s brink. 


O happy day, when I beheld the Christ 
Whom I must emulate; 
Who died to sin, His own will sacrificed, 
That He might gain a high estate. 
I had been taught that Jesus died for me, 
And I was free from sin. 
But no! He said, “The Truth shall make you free, 
That life eternal you may win.” 


O happy day, that opened to my view 
The wondrous plan of God; 
When I perceived what He would have me do— 
Walk in the path my Saviour trod. 
I had believed the fables taught by man, 
And thought I was secure; 
But those accepted in God’s perfect plan 
Must work, and to the end endure. 


O happy day, when fell upon my sight 
A glimpse of future day 

When all the faithful, robed in garments white, 
With rapture hear the Master say, 

“With you, My chosen ones, I’ve come to stay; 
Come in, and sup with me; 

And with me over all the earth hold sway; 
Join in the glorious Jubilee.” 


O happy day, when from these shackles free 
(These heavy weights of sin), 

I need no longer work so hard with me. 
Then I can help another win 

That glorious crown of life I prize so dear; 
The while I watch and wait 

For Christ, my loving Saviour, to appear, 
If early it may be, or late. 


O happy day, when Jesus shall return, 
If I am ready then 

To welcome Him. For that glad day I yearn. 
For if I now prove worthy, when 

He comes I shall behold Him face to face, 
Receive His glad “Well done!” 

And in His blessed Kingdom have a place; 
With all the saints be counted sce ‘ 

—L. L. S. 





Life is a quarry out of which we are to mold and chisel 
and complete our character. 








10 THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 








Meditations 
On the Word 


“For, behold, the Lord will come with fire, and with his 
chariots like a whirlwind, to render his anger with fury, and 
his rebuke with flames of fire. For by fire and by his sword 
will the Lord plead with all flesh: and the slain of the Lord 
shall be many. They that sanctify themselves, and purify 
themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, eat- 
ing swine’s flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall 
be consumed together, saith the Lord” (Isaiah 66: 15—17). 


A great deal of prophetic utterance possesses, in addi- 
tion to its principal meaning, a local or short-range value, 
of significance to the people of the prophet’s own time. 
Our text, however, is entirely apocalyptic, no part of it 
having yet been fuifilled. To those at all familiar with the 
Eternal’s revealed plan, it is obvious that the passage has 
reference to the time of Christ’s second coming and God’s 
judgments upon the earth. In other words, the battle of 
Armageddon. 

All decent men and women love peace. Through the 
centuries, war as men wage it has produced little except 
misery and destruction. In the long run, it has retarded 
rather than advanced civilization. Some wars have been 
forced upon peace-loving peoples by turbulent, less prin- 
cipled neighbors who were not amenable to reason. From 
these conflicts good has sometimes resulted, but at a ter- 
rible price, a price so needlessly high, if only men could 
or would be men instead of beasts. 

So Armageddon may be said to be forced upon God, 
forced by man’s perverse obstinacy. Always the Eter- 
nal’s watchmen have sounded the warning, but always 
the response has been less than satisfactory. If history 
teaches one lesson above all others, it is that man learns 
very slowly by experience. Divine guidance plus his own 
experience could have made him the wonder instead of 
the shame of creation. The beast in him has been so tena- 
cious, the ancient evils of society so firmly rooted, so 
closely interwoven in the fabric of “civilization,” that 
the system must be destroyed or abandoned in its en- 
tirety. 

It would be heartening indeed to see the human race, 
in a world-wide spiritual revival, renounce the old, evil 
way of life en masse and accept the rulership of Christ. 
Elijah’s mission (Mal. 4:5, 6) will give them that op- 
portunity; but, while the response will be beyond any- 
thing the world has yet witnessed, the masses will resist, 
even by force of arms. Since the Divine Plan has reached 
maturity and must go through, there is no alternative but 
to meet force with superior force. For the survival of 
decency and the success of the Kingdom, the opposition 
must be liquidated. 

“And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; 
and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, 
and in righteousness he doth judge and make war” (Rev. 
19:11). 

For six thousand years God has been pleading with all 
flesh through His spokesmen and His written Word: now 
the time has come to plead by fire and by His sword. Not 


necessarily literal fire, but as fire is the best known and 
most efficient agent of destruction, so the language of the 
Bible makes it a symbol of the purifying judgments of 
God, a meaning inherent in the original Hebrew. The 
“sword” or army of the Lord which does the unpleasant 
but necessary work of cleansing the earth, is composed 
of His unfaithful servants, those who rejected His easy 
yoke in their probation time, and are now compelled to 
wear an iron yoke (Deut. 28: 47, 48) until, their task ac- 
complished, they reap their final punishment, the second, 
or penal, death (Rev. 21:8). 

An ancient prophecy must of necessity employ ancient 
terms and figures of speech, such as the “chariots” with 
which the Lord shall come. In the prophet’s day, the 
scythe-armored chariot, horse-drawn, was the ultimate 
weapon, comparable to the ICBM of these tense times. 
But these chariots are defined in Psalm 68:17, “The 
chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of 
angels.” These were the “chariots of fire” which bore 
Elijah to heaven, and which stood between the man of 
God and the army of Syria (II Kings 6:17). These are 
the angelic hosts which shall accompany the King when 
He comes in His glory (Matt. 16:27; 25:31; Mark 8: 
38; Jude 14, 15). 

Angelic supervision of the war will ensure its right- 
eousness. The destruction will be highly selective; the 
judgments will be prolonged, extended over a period of 
forty years (Micah 7:15, 16) in order to give a whole 
generation a new chance. Even in the midst of fiery judg- 
ment, the longsuffering of God still waits. Hundreds of 
millions will submit and live, but in spite of it all, “the 
slain of the Lord shall be many.” 

How many? 

“In the whole land, says the Lord, two thirds shall be 
cut off and perish, and one third shall be left alive” (Zech. 
13:8, R.S.V.). 

The price of peace on earth is tragically high—need- 
lessly high, for submission to the King of kings would be 
so much easier and better. Over the years we hear the 
echo of the cry of the rejected Messiah: “How often would 
I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would 
not!” 


The final verse of our lesson would seem to be of an- 
other piece, yet it is not. It describes the fate, in this time 
of cleansing, of another class, apart from the nations who 
are now making their choice. The Lord is not pleading 
with them; they have had their day of opportunity, which 
terminates with the Second Advent. These are the en- 
lightened, unfaithful servants, the covenant-breakers. 
Called to labor in the garden or vineyard of the Lord 
(Matt. 20: 1—16), they became weary and sought re- 
pose in the shelter of “one tree”—a particular tree. This 
is the tree of which Adam, in the allegory of Genesis, was 
forbidden to eat: the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil. Not knowledge in the sense of discernment, for that 
is essential (Heb. 5:14), but knowledge by experience. 
Human nature is a tree of good and evil—a little good 
and much evil, in most cases—and it must be exchanged 
for the divine nature, which practices only good. This is 
the purpose of probation. 


(Concluded on next page) 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Please harmonize the following Bible verses: Romans 13: 
1, 7 and I Peter 2: 13, 14 with I John 2:15 and Matthew 
6: 24. In other words, how can we be subject to the higher 
powers and still love not the world? 


There is no contradiction here. One does not have to 
love an employer to serve him faithfully, nor do we neces- 
sarily love the world when we obey its civil laws, nor an 
administration to which we honestly pay taxes. The 
Christian’s citizenship is in heaven, yet his body is here, 
and he is enjoined by our Lord, “Occupy till I come.” We 
are of necessity in the world, but not of it. “The powers 
that be are ordained of God’ in the sense that orderly 
civil government makes it possible for Christians to prac- 
tice their religion in safety. “Where law ends tyranny 
begins.”” Accordingly we owe the civil authority respect 
and gratitude, but not love in the way we love God. 

The Apostle Paul certainly had no love for the Roman 
government, yet he asserted his citizenship and claimed 
its protection when his life was in danger (Acts 23). A 
corrupt government is far better than none, for again, 
“where law ends, tyranny begins.” If a law of the land 
conflicts with the higher law of God, the Christian 
“obeys” the civil law by submitting to the penalty. This 
is rare in this “cool of the day,” but with the Church it 
was a stern and ever-present reality. 


Referring to questions and answers in the Mecwpo Messace, 
December 1, 1956, how can we prove Ruth was a Gentile? 
In Gen. 19: 36, 37, it says that Lot was the father of the 
Moabites unto this day. Ruth was from Moab. Please set me 
straight on this. 


The term “gentile” is used of any one not a Jew; a 
heathen. The implication is religious as well as racial. 
Nationality is changed by emigration and residence, and 
religion by conversion. The Israelites proper (called 
Jews, or Judeans, after the division of the kingdom be- 
cause descendants of Judah; first instance, II Kings 16: 
6) were descendants of Abraham through Israel (Jacob). 
The Moabites, who descended from Lot, had a common 
ancestor with the Jews in Terah, the father of Abraham, 
just as many an American shares a common ancestor 
with many an Englishman or European. But this did not 
make them Israelites; they were a separate branch of 
the family; distant relatives, but Gentiles in both na- 
tionality and religion. When Ruth followed Naomi to 
Bethlehem to serve the true God, she changed both, and 
became a convert to Israel. 


Do we have a succession of apostles today? 


No, there could be no succession because that wonder- 
ful eternal City has just twelve foundations, containing 
the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb (Rev. 21: 
14). All pretenders will be outside the City. Then, too, it 
was a qualification of every apostle to have seen the risen 
Lord (I Cor. 15:7; I Cor. 9:1), which is something no 
one today could possibly claim. Paul, in I Cor. 4:9, fur- 
nishes conclusive evidence with the statement that “God 
hath set forth us the last apostles” (as given in the mar- 
ginal reading from the Greek). If there were successors 
to the apostles they would do the works the true apostles 
did, which we do not see. 


December 14, 1957 


CURRENT 


Does the Bible teach there is a lake of fire? 


Not literal fire. It does say that murderers and liars 
and all workers of iniquity shall have part in a lake of 
fire, but the following words of the verse plainly qualify 
that it is the “second death” (Rev. 21:8). Not only this, 
but the very definition of “fire” from the original lan- 
guage of the Bible is, ‘“‘a symbol of destruction, whether 
of men or of things; so that to be destroyed by war is said 
to be destroyed by fire; figuratively used of the judgments 
of God.” A just and merciful God, the Source of all good, 
will never torture but simply annihilate the evil doers. 
See also II Thess. 1: 9. 


Why does Col. 1: 16, speaking of the creation of heaven 
and earth, refer to things “visible and invisible”? 


In this connection Paul refers to the creation of the 
new heavens and earth, that is, a new social and political 
order, new rulers and new subjects. In Biblical usage 
rulers are often termed “heavens,” and the subjects, 
“earth,” as in Isaiah 1:2, 10. The new “heavens,” the 
class taken out to be rulers in the Kingdom of God, per- 
fect their characters during the 6,000 years of man’s 
rule. Their number is 144,000 (Rev. 14:1); therefore 
they are said to be “visible.” But the number of the sub- 
jects to be taken out during Christ’s millennial reign 
has not been revealed; it is “invisible.” We read simply 
that it is a great multitude (Rev. 7:9). Only God knows 
the number. 





MEDITATIONS ON THE WORD, conc. 


But these self-deluded folk, compared to pagans wor- 
shiping in consecrated groves, ritually pure but practic- 
ing abominable rites, have set up their own standards in 
place of the divine which they accepted as a condition of 
their employment. A little laxity here, a little blunting 
of the conscience there, and soon they are unblushingly 
calling evil good and good evil (Isa. 5: 20). They become 
the “generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet 
is not washed from their filthiness” (Prov. 30: 12). Their 
sanctifying and purifying are hypocritical gestures or 
self-deceived posturings. Their taste perverted by re- 
peated indulgence in forbidden things, they go from the 
Lord’s table to the table of devils (I Cor. 10: 21), learn- 
ing to eat “swine’s flesh, and the abomination, and the 
mouse”—things which should long ago have become dis- 
gusting, but which they find pleasant to their taste, even 
if deadly in their effects. 

For this class, whom the coming of the Lord finds 
“sporting themselves in their own deceivings” (II Peter 
2:18) “there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a 
certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indig- 
nation, which shall devour the adversaries” (Heb. 10: 
27). Since neither sin nor sinners may exist in the King- 
dom of Christ, their inevitable remorse comes too late; 
they are sternly commanded to take their “penny”—the 
agreed recompense—and go their way, into everlasting 
oblivion. An end not to be desired, and not at all neces- 
sary, for the saving commandments of God can be kept; 
the yoke is easy, the burden light; His service brings a 
hundredfold of blessing even now to the fully surren- 
dered soul. 
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UST listen for a little while to yourself and 

others and notice how frequently the expres- 

sion “I need” is used. “I need” a new hat, a 
vacation, a new car, a new coat, a change, to take 
a trip, and so on. 

Many times wants are confused with needs. As 
in the case of Susan who said, “Mother, I want a 
new pleated skirt for school and I really need it, 
now that the weather has turned so much colder.” 
But the mother replied, “My child, you are going 
to have to face it. You cannot have it. I would like 
to buy it for you, but I haven't the money.” Susan 
wanted and thought she needed the skirt, but it 
was not a necessity, for it was possible to do with- 
out it. 

Even needs are not always necessities. Did not 
Mary and Joseph have need of a room at the inn 
in Bethlehem? Yet it was not a necessity, for there 
was an alternative. 

What then is a necessity? It is something that 
cannot be dispensed with or avoided. Necessity is 
stronger than need, for we are frequently under 
the necessity of going without that of which we 
stand very greatly in need. A moral necessity is the 
compulsion of an aspirant to moral excellence to 
choose the best. 

What are a Christian’s necessities? 

The first great necessity is to realize the one who 
would follow Jesus is the most needy person on 
earth and every need is a necessity. God does not 
need us but we need Him. We need Him every 
moment now, else we could not draw a breath. We 
need every word and commandment to live by, 
else we will never draw a breath in Eternity. When 
all kings shall fall down before Him, all nations 
shall serve Him, “He shall deliver the needy when 
he crieth; the poor also, and him that hath no 
helper. He shall spare the poor and needy, and 
shall save the soul of the needy.” 

We need so many things. We need the sincere 
milk of the Word that we may grow thereby; we 
need goat's milk (trials) for the maintenance of 
the maidens; we need strong meat to attain full 
moral age; we need the bread of sincerity and truth; 
we need new clothing of fine linen; we need the 
whole armor that we may stand; we need a new 
covering of His spirit; we need a lamp for our 


lecessities 








pathway; we need ornaments of meekness, for 
“the meek will he guide in judgment”; we need a 
hammer to break our stony hearts; indeed, we 
need new hearts. 

Faith is a necessity; without it we cannot please 
Him. 

Love is a necessity; we must be rooted and 
grounded in it. 

Joy is a necessity when we fall into temptation. 

Peace is a necessity so we shall not be offended. 

Obedience is a necessity. Naaman was told to 
dip in the river Jordan seven times. It was not the 
water, but the obedience that brought healing. 

Humility is a necessity. Jesus “humbled himself 
and became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross. Wherefore God also hath highly ex- 
alted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name.” What if He had thought it not neces- 
sary to deny self in every particular? 

Diligence is a necessity. Among the first warn- 
ings to the Children of Israel after their deliver- 
ance from Egypt, was the command to “diligently 
hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God,” and 
“do that which is right in his sight,” to “give ear to 
his commandments,” and “keep all his statutes.” Of 
course, diligence could have been dispensed with. 
There was an alternative, if they desired the curses 
instead of the blessing. 

Peter warns us of the necessity of diligence: 
“And besides this, giving all diligence, add to your 
faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; and to 
knowledge temperance; and to temperance pa- 
tience; and to patience godliness; and to godliness 
brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness char- 
ity. For if these things be in you and abound, 
they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. . . . Wherefore the rather, brethren, give 
diligence to make your calling and election sure: 
for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: for so 
an entrance shall be ministered unto you abun- 
dantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

Let us strive to have all these necessities, for, 
in the words of a famous poet, 

These should be hours for necessities— 
Not delights. 








